





Three school districts in the Hartford, Connecticut area, just an hour from Newtown, were
among the many that took advantage of this funding, and the ACLU of Connecticut examined
the results.” In all three districts, the study found, very young students were being arrested at
school, including numerous children in grade three and below.®> Among them, students of color
were arrested at rates clearly disproportionate to
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Instead of focusing on proposals that would direct even more funds towards increased school
policing, we encourage you to pursue federal funding for efforts that proactively improve
learning opportunities and school climate for all students, such as training for teachers, additional
counselors and health professionals, and additional positive programs to support students.?’
Some specific examples of steps to take at the federal level include:

The Positive Behavior for Safe and Effective Schools Act, which would provide schools
with the tools they need to improve learning environments by allowing them to dedicate
Title | federal funds to the development of school wide positive behavior supports.”*
Positive behavior supports are evidence-based practices demonstrated to reduce
disciplinary referrals, suspensions and expulsions, increase academic achievement, and
improve school safety.?” The bill would help to reduce reliance on suspensions,
expulsions, and referrals to law enforcement, all of which push students out of schools
and put graduation out of reach.” It would also enable the Department of Education to
provide more training and technical assistance on effective school discipline practices
and support the development of alternatives to over policing.?*

The Ending Corporal Punishment in Schools Act would prohibit the use of physical
punishment at school”—a practice still legal in 19 states.?® The most recent national data
available indicates that over 200,000 students are the victims of this practice every year.?’
The use of corporal punishment is not only ineffective when it comes to improving
behavior and disciplining students, but it can also cause children to withdraw
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juvenile justice systems that are less costly, enhance public safety, and offer appropriate
interventions for court involved youth.
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In addition to our concerns about the collateral impact legislation could have on the school-to-
prison pipeline, there are other civil liberties is



national dialogue between the Administration, Congress, and the public on the prevalence of
psychiatric disabilities and the benefits of treatment.

We would also urge against the creation of a national database to “track” people who receive
mental health care, as it will only further stigmatize and deter people from seeking treatment
when necessary. Further, any legislation impacting the right to purchase or sell a firearm or
ammunition, be employed in a gun store, or engage in any other related activity must include due
process protections to ensure a fair adjudication. Whether these determinations are based on
criminal background checks, whether an individual h
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Thank you for your leadership in seeking real reform on this crucial national dialogue about
safety in our nation. We look forward to engaging in this process and working with you to
implement smart reforms that will make us safer without sacrificing our civil rights and liberties.

If you have any other questions, please contact Senior Legislative Counsel Deborah Vagins at
202-675-2335 or dvagins@dcaclu.org.

Sincerely,



