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cOITesponding control equipment required to operate the UA Vs.1 UAS are 
often used in combination with cameras, thennal imaging devices, and audio 
recording devices to capture and store infonnation.2 They can also use 
wireless radios to transmit infonnation back to a base station, where it can be 
stored. Increasingly, 
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recently-enacted FAA Modernization and Refonn Act of2012/ which will 
lead to a greater integration ofUAS into the National Airspace System, federal 
agencies are likely to acquire and deploy 
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and 32 C.F.R. § 286.28(e)(7) ("Fees shall be limited to only reasonable 
standard charges for document duplication ... when the request is made by a 
representative of the news media."). As a representative of the news media, 
the ACLU fits within this statutory and regulatory mandate. Fees associated 
with the processing of this request should, therefore, be limited accordingly. 

The ACLU meets the definition of a representative of the news media 
because it is an "entity that gathers information of potential interest to a 
segment ofthe public, uses its editorial skills to tum the raw materials 
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over 15,000 readers" about "court cases and legal challenges, government 
policies, legislation, civil rights, surveys and polls, legislation, privacy abuses, 
international issues, and trends and technological advancements"). 

The ACLU also regularly publishes books, 
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IV. Waiver of All Costs 

The ACLU additionally requests a waiver of all costs pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. § 552(a)(4)(A)(iii) ("Documents shall be furnished without any charge 
... if disclosure of the information is in the public interest because it is likely 
to contribute significantly to public understanding of the operations or 
activities of the government and is not primarily in the commercial interest of 
the requester."). 

TIle requested information will "contribute significantly to public 
understanding." !d. Disclosure of the requested information will help the 
American public better understand the tradeoffs between law enforcement 
needs and citizens' privacy. The public needs more information about the use 
ofUAS so that it can playa meaningful role in detenniillng how the balance 
should be struck. The public has already demonstrated a strong interest in 
learning more about UAS, as is apparent by the escalating amount of press 
coverage devoted to this issue. See, e.g., Some Fear Police Use of Drones, 
Poll Finds: Drones Equipped With Infrared Cameras and Information
Gathering Technology Could Raise Privacy Issues, Associated Press, Oct. 1, 
2012; Joan Lowy, Privacy Worries on Domestic Drone 
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that you release all segregable portions of otherwise exempt material. We 
reserve the right to appeal a decision to withhold any information or to deny a 
waiver of fees. 

Thank you for your prompt attention to this matter. Please furnish all 
applicable records to: 

Catherine Crump 
American Civil Liberties Union Foundation 
125 Broad Street, 17th Floor 
New York, NY 10004 

Sincerely, 

/s/ Catherine Crump 
Catherine Crump 
American Civil Liberties Union Foundation 
125 Broad Street, 17th Floor 
New York, NY 10004 
Tel.: (212) 519-7860 
Fax: (212) 549-2654 

8 


