


Information and Privacy Coordinator
o
Gate 5

1000 Colonial Farm Road
McLean, VA 22101

Re: REQUEST UNDER FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT/
Expedited Processing Requested

To Whom it May Concern:

[his letter constitutes a reauest (“Reauest”) pursuant to the Freedom
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of Information Act (“FOIA”), 5 U.S.C. § 552 et seq., the Department of
Defense implementing regulations, 32 C.F.R. § 286.1 ef seq., the

s e Department of Justice implementing regulations, 28 C.F.R. § 16.1 ef seq.,
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§ 1900.01 et seq., the President’s Memorandum of January 21, 2009, 74
Fed. Reg. 4683 (Jan. 26, 2009) and the Attorney General’s Memorandum of
March 19, 2009, 74 Fed. Reg. 49,892 (Sept. 29, 2009). The Request is
submitted by the American Civil Liberties Union Foundation and the
American Civil Liberties Union (collectively, the “ACLU”).1
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F. Any requirement for proving that al-Awlaki posed an imminent
risk of harm to others, including an explanation of how to define
imminence in this context; and

G. Any requirement that the U.S. government first attempt to
capture al-Awlaki before killing him.
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killing of al-Awlaki, including:

A. Facts supporting a belief that al-Awlaki posed an imminent threat
to the United States or United States interests;

B. Facts supporting a belief that al-Awlaki could not be captured or
AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES . N .
UNION FOUNDATION brought to justice using nonlethal means;

C. Facts indicating that there was a legal justification for killing
persons other than al-Awlaki, including other U.S. citizens, while
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D. Facts supporting the assertion that al-Awlaki was operationally
involved in al Qaeda, rather than being involved merely in
propaganda activities; and

E. Any other facts relevant to the decision to authorize and execute
the targeted killing af al-Awlaki.




I1. Application for Expedited Processing

We request expedited processing pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
§ 552(a)(6)(E); 28 C.F.R. § 16.5(d); 32 C.F.R. § 286.4(d)(3); and 32 C.F.R.
§ 1900.34(c). There is a “compelling need” for these records because the
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; www.aclu.org/exclusion. For example, the ACLU’s “Torture FOIA”
webpage, www.aclu.org/torturefoia, contains commentary about the
ACLU’s FOIA request, press releases, analysis of the FOIA documents, and
an advanced search engine permitting webpage visitors to search the
documents obtained through the FOIA. The webpage also advises that the
ACLU in collaboration with Columbia University Press has published a
book about the documents obtained through the FOIA. See Jameel Jaffer &
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ACLU also publishes an electronic newsletter, which is distributed to
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television series on civil liberties, which has included analysis and
explanation of information the ACLU has obtained through the FOIA. The
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Strike Reflects U.S. Shift To Drones as Cheaper War Tool, N.Y. Times, Oct.
2,2011, at A1, available at http://nyti.ms/ogznlt; Mark Mazzetti, Eric
Schmitt, & Robert F. Worth, C.1.A. Strike Kills U.S.-Born Militant In A Car
In Yemen, N.Y. Times, Oct. 1, 2011, at A1, available at

http: //ny’u ms/rsjp7J; Robbie Brown & Kim Severson Drone Vzctzm Went

T e oam .__,,',,.,‘ e AT TN e T v b VA e e e A A T2 THT Lo, AT M J.. \NT X7
-4

Miller, Strike on Aulaqi Demonstrates Collaboration Between CIA and
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I11. Application for Waiver or Limitation of Fees

We request a waiver of search, review, and duplication fees on the
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