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drones are being utilized effectively without compromising privacy rights. 
This records request is aimed at determining the current use ofUAS by tlris 
agency, and determining whether procedural protections are in place to ensure 
tllat UAS are used in accordance with the law. 

II. Records Requested 

The ACLU seeks disclosure of the following records created from 
January 1, 2006 to the present from the Department of Justice and all 
component agencies: 

1. All records regarding your policies, practices and procedures for 
procuring and using UAS;9 for storing, accessing and sharing data 
obtained tllrough UAS surveillance; and for funding the acquisition 
and use ofUAS by other federal, state and local governmental 
agencIes. 

2. All records regarding the procurement ofUAS, including: 
a. sources of funds used to pay for UAS teclmology; 
b. invoices for the purchase ofUAS technology; and 
c. interactions with vendors, suppliers and potential suppliers of 

UAS technology, including materials and fact sheets supplied 
by vendors describing their products. 

3. All records regarding any UAS accidents or oilier incidents, including: 
a. logbooks containing any records ofUAS accidents or oilier 

incidents; and 
b. maintenance records related to repairs following accidents or 

oilier incidents. 

4. All records regarding ilie use ofUAS, including: 
a. flight records of all flights taken by any UAS in ilie United 

States iliat are owned or operated by this agency; 
b. what types of data are obtained; 
c. the surveillance devices used in conjunction wiili UAS; and 
d. the technical capabilities of the UA V units, including their data 

capture systems and any oilier payloads. 

5. All records regarding ilie storage of data obtained using UAS, 
including: 

9 This records request uses the term Unmanned Aerial Systems (UAS). This term is meaut to 
encompass Unmanned Aerial Vehicles (UA V), Unmanned Aircraft (UA), Remotely Operated 
Aircraft (ROA), aud Remotely Piloted Vehicles (RPV). 

4 



AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES 
UNION FOUNDATION 

a. what types of data are stored for any period longer than an 
hour; 

b. how long data are stored; 
c. when data must be discarded; 
d. how many images your agency currently stores; 
e. the image resolution of all the images your agency currently 

stores, including thermal imaging data; 
f. how many hours of video footage your agency currently stores; 
g. how many hours of sound recordings your agency currently 

stores; and 
h. what type of data, if any, your agency stores besides images, 

video, and sound recordings. 

6. All records regarding access to UAS data, including: 
a. the legal justification required before an individual can access 

stored UAS data; 
b. purposes for which the data may be accessed; 
c. purposes for which the data may not be accessed; 
d. who may access the data, what procedures they must go 

through to obtain access, and who must authorize access; and 
e. the existence or non-existence of a system that records who 

accesses the data and when the data is accessed. 

7. All records regarding the development or implementation of any 
federal UAS sharing system, by which other agencies can use your 
agency's UAS, including any forms related to requests for UAS or 
access to UAS imagery or data. 

8. All training materials used to instruct members of your agency in UAS 
deployment, operation, surveillance, or data management. 

9. All records regarding your funding of the acquisition and use of U AS 
technology or data by other federal, state and local govemmental 
entities, including: 

a. funding or grants to state or local agencies to purchase UAS or 
other unmanned aerial surveillance equipment or systems; 

b. funding figures broken down by recipient; and 
c. conditions recipients must fulfill in order to receive funding for 

UAS technology from your agency. 

III. Limitation of Processing Fees 

The ACLU requests a limitation of p Tc 11.8 01.932 0 7.07 88.947tation 
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use and the request is made by ... a representative of the news media .... ") 
and 28 C.F.R. §§ 16.1 I (c)(l)(i), 16.1 I (c)(3), 16.1 I (d)(l) (search and review 
fees shall not be charged to representatives of "the news media"). As a 
representative of the news media, the ACLU fits within this statutory and 
regulatory mandate. Fees associated with the processing of tiris request should, 
therefore, be limited accordingly. 

The ACLU meets the definition ofa representative of the news media 
because it is an "entity that gathers information of potential interest to a 
segment of the public, uses its editorial skills to turn the raw materials into a 
distinct work, and distributes that work to an audience." Nat 'I Sec. Archive v. 
Us. Dep't of De}:, 880c 11.4 0 0 11.4 403.94 570.6 Tw 11.4 2.m85akmitedj
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because it published a "bi-weekly electronic newsletter that is distributed to 
over 15,000 readers" about "court cases and legal challenges, government 
policies, legislation, civil rights, surveys and polls, legislation, privacy abuses, 
international issues, and trends and technological advancements"). 

The ACLU also regularly publishes books, 10 "know your rights" 
publications, 11 fact sheets,12 and educational brochures and pamphlets 
designed to educate the public about civil liberties issues and governmental 
policies that implicate civil rights and liberties. These materials are 
specifically designed to be educational and widely disseminated to the public. 
See Elec. Privacy Info. Ctr., 241 F. Supp. 2d at 11 (finding the Electronic 
Privacy Information Center to be a news-media requester because of its 
publication and distribution of seven books on privacy, technology, and civil 
liberties). 

Depending on the results of this request, the ACLU plans to 
"disseminate the information" it receives "among the public" through these 
kinds of publications in these kinds of channels. The ACLU is therefore a 
news media entity. 

Disclosure is not in the ACLU's commercial interest. The ACLU is a 
"non-profit, non-partisan, public interest organization." See Judicial Watch 
Inc. v. RossoW, 326 F.3d 1309, 1312 (D.C. Cir. 2003) ("Congress amended 
FOIA to ensure that it be 'liberally construed in favor of waivers for 
noncommercial requesters.'" (citation and internal quotations omitted)). Any 
information disclosed by the ACLU as a result of this FOIA will be available 
to the public at no cost. 

!O Some of tbe recent books published by the ACLU include: Susan N. Herman, Tafdng 
Liberties: The War on Terror and the Erosion 0/ American Democracy (Oxford Unlv. Press 
2011); Lenora M. Lapidus, Emily J. Martin & Namita P48k1 1 Tf
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that you release all segregable portions of otherwise exempt material. We 
reserve the right to appeal a decision to withhold any information or to deny a 
waiver of fees. 

Thank you for your prompt attention to this matter. Please fumish all 
applicable records to: 

Catherine Crump 
American Civil Liberties Union Foundation 
125 Broad Street, 17th Floor 
New York, NY 10004 

Sincerely, 

lsi Catherine Crump 
Catherine Crump 
American Civil Liberties Union Foundation 
125 Broad Street, 17th Floor 
New York, NY 10004 
Tel.: (212) 519-7860 
Fax: (212) 549-2654 
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