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VIA U.S. MAIL 
Nathan Freed Wessler 

May 13, 2014 

American Civil Liberties Union Foundation 
National Office 
125 Broad Street 
18th Floor 
New York, New York 10004-2400 

Re: Public Records Request 
Use of Cell Site Simulators 

Dear Mr. Wessler: 

I am in receipt of your letter seeking additional information about this agency's 
claimed exemption to the above referenced public records request. Your assertion that 
Florida law requires more detail about the claimed exemption is inaccurate. Rather, 
Florida law requires that the custodian "state the basis of the exemption that he or she 
contends is applicable to the record, including the statutory rd
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specific surveillance measures used by the BCSO, which may jeopardize 
present and future investigations, and personnel. 

4. Records regarding policies and guidelines governing use of cell site 
simulators, including restrictions on when, where, how and against whom 
they may be used, limitations or retention and use of collected data, guidance 
on when a warrant or other legal process must be obtained, and rules 
governing when the existence and use of cell site simulators may be revealed 
to the public, criminal defendants, or judges. 

Records regarding policies and procedures on the use of surveillance 
equipment are exempt per Fla. Stat. §119.071 (2)(d) regarding surveillance 
techniques, procedures, and personnel. The disclosure of this information 
would reveal specific surveillance measures used by the BCSO, which may 
jeopardize present and future investigations, and personnel. 

Regarding the legal process for the use of cell site simulators, the use 
generally of electronic surveillance equipment in investigations is governed 
by Sections 934.33 and 934.42, Florida Statutes. 

5. Records regarding any communications or agreements with wi reless service 
providers (including AT&T, T-Mobile, Verizon, Sprint Nextel, and U.S. 
Cellular) concerning use of cell site simulators. 

No records responsive to this request. 

6. Records regarding any communications, licenses, waivers, or agreements 
with the Federal Communications Commission or Florida Public Service 
Commission concerning use of cell site simulators. 

No records responsive to this request. 

7. Records reflecting the number of investigations in which cell site simulators 
have been used, and the number of those investigations that have resulted in 
prosecutions. 

The BCSO does not maintain documents reflecting the number of 
investigations or prosecutions where cell site simulators have been used, and 
as such there are no records responsive to this request. 

8. Records reflecting a list of all criminal cases, with docket numbers if 
available, in which law enforcement officers used a cell site simulator as part 
of the underlying investigation. 

The BCSO does not maintain a list or log of cases in which cell site 
simulators have been used, and as such there are no records responsive to 
this request. 

9. All applications submitted to state or federal courts for search warrants or 
order authorizing use of cell site simulators in criminal investigations, as well 
as any warrants or orders, denials of warrants or orders, and returns of 




