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FOlA Requester Service Center (RIA) 
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Washington, DC 20417 
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Email: gsa.foia@gsa.gov 

October 23,2012 

Re: Freedom of Information Act Request I Unmanned Aerial Systems 

To Wbom It May Concern: 

This letter is a request under the Freedom of Information Act by the 
American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU). This request seeks records regarding 
Unmanned Aerial Systems (UAS). 

I. Background 

U AS, commonly referred to as drones, comprise both unmanned aerial 
vehicles (UAVs), flown either remotely or autonomously, and the 
corresponding control equipment required to operate the UAVs.1 UAS are 
often used residents.
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I This document uses the term Unmanned Aerial Systems (UAS). This term is meant to 
encompass Unmanned Aerial Vehicles (UAVs), Unmanned Aircraft (UA), Remotely Operated 
Aircraft (ROA), and Remotely Piloted Vehicles (RPV). 
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3 See, e.g., FAA Modernization and Reform 
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III. 

agency's UAS, including any fonns related to requests for UAS or 
access to UAS imagery or data. 

6. All training materials used to instruct members of govermnent 
agencies in UAS deployment, operation, surveillance, or data 
management, including any requests for private contractors to produce 
such training materials. 

7. All records regarding funding of the acquisition and use ofUAS 
technology or data by other federal, state and local govermnental 
entities, including: 

a. funding or grants to state or local agencies to purchase UAS or 
other unmanned aerial surveillance equipment or systems; and 
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designed to educate the public about civil liberties issues and govenunental 
policies that implicate civil rights and liberties. These materials are 
specifically designed to be educational and widely disseminated to the public. 
See Elec. Privacy Info. Ctr., 241 F. Supp. 2d at 11 (finding the Electronic 
Privacy Infonnation Center to be a news-media requester because of its 
publication and distribution of seven books on privacy, technology, and civil 
liberti es). 

Depending on the results of this request, the ACLU plans to 
"disseminate the infonnation" it receives "among the public" through these 
kinds of publications in these kinds of chanoels. The ACLU is therefore a 
news media entity. 

Disclosure is not in the ACLU's commercial interest. The ACLU is a 
"non-profit, non-partisan, public interest organization." See Judicial Watch 
Inc. v. Rossotti, 326 F.3d 1309, 1312 (D.C. Cir. 2003) ("Congress amended 
FOlA to ensure that it be 'liberally construed in favor of waivers for 
noncommercial requesters.'" (citation and internal quotations omitted)). Any 
infonnation disclosed by the ACLU as a result of this FOlA will be available 
to the public at no cost. 

IV. Waiver of All Costs 

The ACLU additionally requests a waiver of all costs pursuant to 5 
U.S.c. § 552(a)( 4)(A)(iii) ("Documents shall be furnished without any charge 
... if disclosure of the infonnation is in the public interest because it is likely 
to contribute significantly to public understanding of the operations or 
activities of the government and is not primarily in the commercial interest of 
the requester. "). 

The requested infonnation will "contribute significantly to public 
understanding." ]d. Disclosure of the requested infonnation will help the 
American public better understand the tradeoffs between law enforcement 
needs and citizens' privacy. The public needs more infonnation about the use 
ofUAS so that it can playa meaningful role in detennining how the balance 
should be struck. The public has already demonstrated a strong interest in 
learning more about UAS, as is apparent by the escalating amount of press 
coverage devoted to this issue. See, e.g., Some Fear Police Use o/Drones, 
Poll Finds: Drones Equipped With Infi'ared Cameras and Information­
Gathering Technology Could Raise Privacy Issues, Associated Press, Oct. 1, 
2012; Joan Lowy, Privacy Worries on Domestic Drone Use, Associated Press, 
Sept. 29, 2012; Kevin Johnson, Police Chieft Urge Limits On User 0/ Drones, 
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