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STATEMENT OF INTEREST 1 
 
 The Reporters Committee for Freedom of the 
Press (“the Reporters Committee” or “ amicus”) is a 
voluntary, unincorporated association of reporters 
and editors that works to defend the First Amen d-
ment rights and freedom of information interests of 
the news media . The Reporters Committee has pr o-
vided representation, guidance and research in First 
Amendment and Freedom of Inform ation Act litig a-
tion since 1970.   

 
 As advocates for the rights of the news media and 
others who gather and disseminate information to  
the public , amicus has a strong interest in ensuring  
that journalists’ ability to credibly promise confide n-
tiality to sources remains uninhibited . Without the 
use of these invaluable reporting tools, the news m e-
dia’s performance of their 
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SUMMARY OF ARGUMENT  
 
 The government’s broad powers under the FISA 
Amendments Act of 2008  (“the FAA”  or “the Act”) , 
which allows federal officials to monitor international 
electronic communications even if one party is in the  
United States, directly affect  the ability of journalists 
to gather and report news stories  and constitute a 
harm sufficient to create standing to challenge the 
Act. Oftentimes, a source’s willingness to provide a  
journalist with truthful information about significant 
matters of public interest and concern is wholly de-
pendent on an 
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fidential communications with  their sources are 
threatened:  
 

In my ongoing reporting and newsgat h-
ering, numerous sources of confidential 
information have told me that they are 
comfortable speaking to me 4(h)(c)4(4-10a)-4(l)-5 Td
(h-)-5 T
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without seeking approval from federal courts. 
James Risen & Eric Lichtblau, Bush Lets U.S.  
Spy on Callers Without Courts, N.Y. Times, 
Dec. 16, 2005, at A1.  
 

�x Relying
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was “not meant for public release,” CBS and 
Hersh documented the abusive conditions i n-
side the Iraqi prison. 2 After these incidents b e-
came public, other military sources who had 
witnessed abuse came forward but often only 
“on the condition that they not be identified 
because of concern that their military careers 
would be ruined.” 3 
 

�x Journalist Walter Pincus of The Washington 
Post relied on confidential sources in reporting 
that President Carter planned to mov e forward 
with the development of a so- called “neutron 
bomb,” a weapon that could inflict massive 
causalities through radiation without exte n-
sive destruction of property. 4 While the info r-
mation disclosed to Pincus by his sources lik e-
ly was classified, the public outcry in the wake 
of these news reports spurred the United 
States to abandon plans for such a weapon, 

                                                           
2
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and no administration since has tried to revive 
it. 5 
 

�x The Pentagon’s secret history of America’s i n-
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