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involvement in the planning and promotion of religious baccalaureate services.

These reported activities may be part of a broader pattern of disregard for every student’s
right to remain free from government-imposed religious viewpoints. Last school year, New
Heights Middle School in Chesterfield County sponsored a school-day assembly featuring a
Christian rapper and a youth minister who preached to students and urged them to sign pledges
dedicating themselves to Jesus. The assembly was just the tip of the iceberg: The constitutional
viglations at the school district were numerous and nervasive These activities did not ston until
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a brave student, represented by the ACLU and ACLU of South Carolina, filed a lawsuit. That
case, Anderson v. Chesterfield County School District, was settled by consent decree once the
district’s attorneys were able to explain to the school board its constitutional responsibilities.”

We assume that your school district is committed to honoring its constitutional obligation
to protecting students’ freedom of religion and belief. We encourage you to use the upcoming
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Our public schools are “at once the symbol of our democracy and the most pervasive
means for promoting our common destinv.”* All students. reeardless of faith or helief._shonld
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