
How do sexual assault, stalking, and 
dating and domestic violence jeopardize 
equal educational opportunity and 
student housing?

Sexual harassment, stalking, sexual assault, and 
intimate partner violence can have devastating 
effects on the ability of students to continue their 
education. Students often know the perpetrators 
of the violence or harassment against them and 
see them on a regular basis. In the case of sex-
ual assault, for example, a staggering 80-90% of 
on-campus victims know their attackers.1 About 
six times as many sexual assaults occur in on-
campus residence halls than do off-campus.

-
dential life staff member), or because they were 
living together and the perpetrator needs to be 
removed from the home. Even if the perpetra-
tor is not connected to the school, the victim 
may feel unsafe because the perpetrator knows 
where the student lives. Being forced to cross 

SARAH’S STORY  PA RT ONE*

Not long after Sarah’s order of 
protection against her stalker expired, 
he sent her an e-mail. “I couldn’t tell 
whether or not the e-mail was meant 
as a veiled threat, but I was definitely 
scared. He’d broken into my home 
before, and I was worried he would 
start showing up at my new apartment 
at school. The police were not willing to 
arrest him based solely on the e-mail, 
but I couldn’t sleep and I couldn’t study.  
I was too scared to go outside, and I was 
too scared to stay inside. I didn’t have 
enough money to move off-campus. I 
felt really stuck.”

* Names have been changed to protect confidentiality. 
Sarah’s story is based on an interview with a graduate 
student in New York.



Students have a legal right to safe housing

Schools often have internal policies offering housing to incoming or continuing students and rules re-
garding housing transfers or evictions. Those policies must be fairly applied to all students and respond 



What are some examples of discrimination that may violate the law?

  A student summoned the police when being assaulted by a partner. She decided to press charges, but 
the college sent her an eviction notice anyway because it has a “zero-tolerance” policy for violence in 
campus housing.  

  Following a student’s report of being raped by another student in the same dorm, the school began 
an investigation but refused to remove the alleged perpetrator from the dorm or to offer alternative 
housing to the victim, despite the victim’s request.  
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