THE DEMOCRACY RESTORATION ACT

Felony Disfranchisement — A Civil Right Denied
Voting is a fundamental right and a cornerstone of our democracy. The Supreme Court has said the right to vote




regarding a voter’s eligibility while on probation versus parole, whether a misdemeanor can disqualify a voter,
and how to re-register to vote in states that do not permanently disfranchise those with felony convictions.

States have vastly different approaches to voting with a criminal conviction. For example, some states
permanently disfranchise some, but not all, citizens with felony convictions, while others allow voting after a
sentence is completed or after release from prison.” Two states, Virginia and Kentucky, permanently
disfranchise citizens with felony convictions unless the state approves individual rights restoration; two states,
Maine and Vermont, allow all persons with felony convictions to vote, even while incarcerated; all other states



