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n	 Despite the availability of effective and far less 
costly alternatives, the U.S. resorts to mass immigration 
detention, a practice plagued by often brutal confinement 
conditions—including sexual abuses and wrongful 
deaths—as well as a lack of basic due process.

In 2012, nearly 410,000 people were detained 
by ICE, up more than 400% from 1996.
To date, under the Obama Administration almost 2 million 
people have been deported from the U.S.—tearing apart 
families and communities.

n	 Over 2.2 million Americans are 
currently behind bars, and the U.S. 
prison population has increased over 
700% from the 1970s. 
Discriminatory criminal justice practices and 
mandatory sentencing laws have driven the 
U.S. to have the highest incarceration rate in 
the world. Passing the Smarter Sentencing Act 
(SSA) would help reduce lengthy sentences for 
certain people convicted of non-violent offenses.

n	 Nearly 64% of American LGBT students experience 
serious harassment based on actual or perceived sexual 
orientation.
82% of these students are verbally harassed, 38% are physically 
harassed, and 37% receive no help from the school’s administration even 
when incidents are reported.

Passing the Student Non-Discrimination Act, a bill introduced in 
Congress to protect LGBT students in public schools, would significantly 
help the victims of discrimination and harassment in those schools by 
providing a legal recourse.

n	 The death penalty is a 
discriminatory and faulty 
punishment.
Racial minorities make up only  
36% of the U.S. population, but 
constitute 58% of the 3,108 people 
on death row.

The death sentences of 143 
people have been reversed based 
on evidence of their innocence.

n	 While the Americans 
with Disabilities Act of 1990 
has made critically important 
changes for citizens with 
disabilities, the failure of the 
U.S. to ratify the Convention 
on the Rights of Persons with 
Disabilities (CRPD) undercuts 
our opportunity to advance the 
equality and full integration of 
Americans with disabilities.

n	 The practice of racial profiling by law enforcement at the 
local, state, and federal levels designates millions of African-
Americans, Asians, Latinos, South Asians, Arabs, and Muslims 
as suspects first and citizens second.

Passing the End Racial Profiling Act would be an important first 
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