
                      
                  

  
 
 
October 3, 2017  

Re: ACLU Urges Passage of the Dignity for Detained Immigrants Act of 
2017 
(H.R. 3923) 
 
Dear Represent at i ve:  
 
On behal f of th e Americ a n Civil Libert i es Union (ACLU), we ur ge you to 
support the Dignit y for Detained Immigrant s Act of 2017 (H.R. 3923) , an 
Act that will signi fi cant l y reduce th e number of peopl e held in immi grat i o n 
detent i on; ensure fair and indi vi dual i z ed bond determ i nat i ons; end detent i on 
profi t eeri n g b y priv at e pr isons and local jail s; and set enforc e abl e st andards 



 
 

suici des, sex ual abuse, and deni al of medi cal car e. 1 When depri vat i on of ph ys i cal 
libert y is  at stake, profi t e eri ng shoul d n ever b e par t of the equat i on. Followi ng the 
adopt i on of this Act, DHS will be requi red to pha se out its pract i ce of cont ract i n g 
with privat e and count y/l ocal prisons withi n three ye a rs.  

https://www.aclu.org/report/shutting-down-profiteers-why-and-how-department-homeland-security-should-stop-using-private
https://www.aclu.org/report/shutting-down-profiteers-why-and-how-department-homeland-security-should-stop-using-private
http://www.usccr.gov/pubs/Statutory_Enforcement_Report2015.pdf
https://www.immigrantjustice.org/research-items/report-fatal-neglect-how-ice-igno/dae795Ba4.0E 556 9Fe-iedww.thema/4bnd-baggy-shirts/D[1 eproot>.3RI(httpseporce-14uctParen0.4/Sub5type/Link/Type/Annot1t 23/Subtype/Link/Type/Annot>><<64/W 0>>/Border[0 0 0]/H/I/Rect[69.75 168.119 243.669 191.97.9 61]/Structnt 6/Sub0ubtype/Link/Type/Anno>><</A 30 0 R/BS<</S/S/Type/Bord66/W 0>>/Border[0 0 0]/H/I/Rect[69.75 168.119 243.669 191.6ruc88/StructPant 6/Sub4btype/Link/Type/Anno1/Annot>><</A 47 0 R/BS<</S/S/Typ65r/W 0>>/Border[0 0 0]/F 4/H/I/Rect[349.8 680.572 353.82 691.130ubtyp 181.444btype/Link/Type/Annot>1><</A 28 0 R/BS<</S/S/Type/Borde62Border/W 0>>/Border[0 0 0]/H/I/Rect[75.5 72.0 259.98 95.2234ype4ruct4.6
https://www.themarshallproject.org/2015/04/17/long-shorts-and-baggy-shirts
https://www.themarshallproject.org/2015/04/17/long-shorts-and-baggy-shirts
https://www.americanbar.org/content/dam/aba/administrative/immigration/abaimmdetstds.authcheckdam.pdf


l eas t fi ve of thes e deat hs were suici d es, but Eloy still had not adopt ed a suici de 
prevent i on plan when Jose de Jesus Deniz Sahagu n kill ed himsel f in his cell in May 
2015. Indeed, sinc e 2006, Eloy has yet to fail an ICE inspect i on.



al l ow peopl e to remai n with thei r fami l i es in the comm uni t y whil e th e y un der go 
immi grat i on proc eedi n gs.       

 
By adopt i n g these crit i ca l reform s , H.R. 3923 will signi fi cant l y reduce th e fiscal and human 
cost s of the cur rent mass detent i on appar at us, end the detent i on profi t ee ri ng that domi nat es the 
current s yst em, and bring immi grat i on cust od y dec i s i ons in line with fundam ent al norm s of 
fairnes s.  

Federal cou rt s have reco gni z ed that the goal s serv ed b y th e immi grant d ete nt i on s yst em are to 
ensure that immi gr ant s at tend thei r immi grat i on pr oceedi n gs and addres s an y publ i c sa fet y risks 
posed b y an indi vi dual ’s releas e. Instead, ho weve r, the mass detent i on of immi grant s is puni t i ve 
and inhum ane, wron gl y enri ches detent i on pro fi t ee rs, infl i ct s harm s wildl y out  of proport i on to 
the gov ernm ent ’s stat ed i nteres t s, and raises grav e human right s and civi l right s conc erns. This 
Act will fundam ent al l y reshape that s yst em to re move the profi t moti ve, impos e bindi ng 
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