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What kind of people are 
elected as prosecutors?
Recently-elected prosecutors include 
increasing numbers of women, people 
of color, public defenders, civil rights 
attorneys and candidates with no previous 
prosecutor experience. A 2019 study also 
found that when women of all races and 
men of color run in competitive prosecutor 
races, they are more likely to win than 
white men.1

• In 2016, Aramis Ayala became the 
first black woman ever elected as a 
States’ Attorney in Florida history. 
Ayala had worked extensively as a 
public defender in addition to her 
prior experience as a prosecutor.

• In 2017, Larry Krasner, a civil 
rights attorney with no prior 
prosecutorial experience, ran on a 
platform of reducing incarceration 
in Philadelphia and was elected as 
District Attorney.

• In 2018, Rachael Rollins became the 
first black female District Attorney in 
Massachusetts when she was elected 
in Suffolk County (Boston), after 
promising to stop prosecuting certain 
crimes with high racial disparities. 
Rollins’ previous experience included 
time as an employees’ rights attorney 
and civil rights lawyer.

• In 2019, Parisa Deghani-Taft, who 
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