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RecentCases of U.S. Citizens Subjected to Unlawflinmigration Detainers
August20, 2015

California

x Summary Diego Rojasis aU.S-born citizen, who in 204 wasarrested on suspicion of
burglary and detained at tiievin Towers Correctional Facility in Los Angeles, After Mr.
5RMDVTV VLVWHU SDLG KLV EDLO 0OU 5RMDV ZDV RQ KLV ZD\ \
$QIJHOHV &RXQW\ 6 KHULIITY '"HSDUWPHQW ZKLFK SDUWLFLSDW
aside, interrogated him about his citizéh6 S DQG WKUHDWHQHG WR ORFN KLP X.
prove that he was an American. Mr. Rojas was finally releadduburs later, when his sister
arrived with his birth certificate. In November 2014, Mr. Rojas filed a claim against the L.A.
County Shet 11V '"HSDUWPHQW

Department 0DU
f ACLUBIog 3 VSHQW KRXUV DW DQ /' $ MDLO EHFDXVH \

American® 0O0DU

x Summary The plaintiffs in thigoroposed class acti@eekrelief against ICE for violations of the
WK $PHQGPHQW DQG WKH WK $PHQGPHQW 'XH 3URFHVYV &0DX

, No. 134416 (C.D. Cal. filed June 19, 2013)
0 Related Media
f ACLU of Southern California Video [Bawsuit filed against ICE over
unconstitutional detention of American citizéns - X Q H
f ACLU of Southern California Press Release 3CE lifts immigration hold on
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post bail was directly traceable to ICE, so he had adequalefied that ICE caused his
loss of liberty. The proceedings are currently ongoing at the district dglend(a v.
Garcia, 768 F.3d 1009 (9th Cir. 2014))

0 Related Media

f Courthouse News Serviced"
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http://www.courthousenews.com/2014/09/29/71924.htm
http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2014/sep/10/lancaster-sarpy-counties-ax-immigration-detainers/
http://www.custercountychief.com/content/nebraska-jail-first-ax-immigration-detainers
http://www.ketv.com/news/Suit-filed-for-man-held-in-Sarpy-County-jail/19139454
http://www.northplattepost.com/2013/03/02/aclu-suing-sarpy-county-for-alleged-false-imprisonment-of-papillion-man/
http://www.northplattepost.com/2013/03/02/aclu-suing-sarpy-county-for-alleged-false-imprisonment-of-papillion-man/
http://www.starherald.com/news/regional_statewide/suit-accuses-sarpy-of-illegally-holding-man/article_3546fb04-835e-11e2-8e56-0019bb2963f4.html
http://www.aclunebraska.org/index.php/immigrants-rights/169-unlawfully-detained-aclu-files-suit-on-behalf-of-us-citizen-held-by-sarpy-county
http://www.aclunebraska.org/index.php/immigrants-rights/169-unlawfully-detained-aclu-files-suit-on-behalf-of-us-citizen-held-by-sarpy-county
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o Court DecisionThe district court held that the plaintiff, a U.Siz@h, stated a viable
Fourth Amendment claim against both ICE and local law enforcement officials where he
ZDV KHOG IRU GD\V DIWHU SRVWLQJ EDLO EDVHG RQ DQ
decision, most of the defendants settled: the fedefehdants paid the plaintiff $25,000,
and the City of Allentown also paid the plaintiff $25,000. However, the district court
GLVPLVVHG WKH SODLQWLIITY FODLPYV DJDLQVW /HKLJK &F
mandatory orders from the federal goveemnand that Lehigh County could not be held
OLDEOH IRU HQIRUFLQJ WKHP 7KH SODLQWLII DSSHDOHG
decision.

For more information, please contatmanne Lin, Legislative Counsel (2625-2317;jlin@aclu.org).

3


http://articles.mcall.com/2014-05-14/news/mc-lehigh-county-immigration-detainers-20140514_1_ernesto-galarza-szalczyk-ice-agent
http://www.mcall.com/news/breaking/mc-county-prison-immigration-policies-20150306-story.html
http://www.mcall.com/news/breaking/mc-county-prison-immigration-policies-20150306-story.html
http://www.wfmz.com/news/news-regional-lehighvalley/Local/lehigh-county-loses-immigrationenforcement-lawsuit-leading-to-prisoner-policy-change/25990728
http://www.wfmz.com/news/news-regional-lehighvalley/Local/lehigh-county-loses-immigrationenforcement-lawsuit-leading-to-prisoner-policy-change/25990728
http://latino.foxnews.com/latino/politics/2012/11/12/us-citizen-mistaken-for-undocumented-immigrant-and-jailed-for-three-days-takes/
http://latino.foxnews.com/latino/politics/2012/11/12/us-citizen-mistaken-for-undocumented-immigrant-and-jailed-for-three-days-takes/
https://www.aclu.org/news/third-circuit-appeals-court-rules-immigration-detainers-are-non-binding-requests-ground
https://www.aclu.org/news/third-circuit-appeals-court-rules-immigration-detainers-are-non-binding-requests-ground
https://www.aclu.org/news/third-circuit-appeals-court-rules-immigration-detainers-are-non-binding-requests-ground
https://www.aclu.org/news/aclu-pa-files-suit-behalf-us-citizen-illegally-detained-ice-three-days
https://www.aclu.org/news/aclu-pa-files-suit-behalf-us-citizen-illegally-detained-ice-three-days
http://www.wtae.com/news/local/allegheny/ACLU-Woman-held-overnight-as-suspected-illegal-alien/18136054
http://www.wtae.com/news/local/allegheny/ACLU-Woman-held-overnight-as-suspected-illegal-alien/18136054
http://www.post-gazette.com/local/south/2013/01/16/West-Mifflin-woman-sues-over-incorrect-immigration-arrest/stories/201301160156
http://www.post-gazette.com/local/south/2013/01/16/West-Mifflin-woman-sues-over-incorrect-immigration-arrest/stories/201301160156
http://latino.foxnews.com/latino/politics/2013/01/21/us-citizen-sues-immigration-and-pennsylvania-authorities-for-detaining-her/
http://latino.foxnews.com/latino/politics/2013/01/21/us-citizen-sues-immigration-and-pennsylvania-authorities-for-detaining-her/

Last updated 20/15

f ACLU Press Release ACLU-PA Files Suit on Behalf of Woman lllegally
Detained by ICE -DQ

Rhode Island

X Summary Ada Moralesis a naturalizedl.S. citizen, who was erroneously detained by Rhode
Island law enforcement officials on immigration detainers not once, but 3w in 2004, and
again in 2009. When Ms. Morales was arrested in 2009 on state charges by state police, a judge
ordered her reles from the state prisons, but she was held fadalitional 24 hourson an ICE
detainer while immigration officials investigated her immigration status. This was despite the fact
that Ms. Morales told ICE officials that she was a U.S. citizen and offergitow them her
naturalization certificate and passport. Morales was only released after ICE agents took her into
federal custody, transported her to their office, and interviewed her. Ms. Morales filed a lawsuit
in April 2012.
o0 Court DecisionA federaljudge in Rhode Island found th&V ORUDOHV{V FRPSODL(
stated a viable claim under tReurth Amendmentholdingthat meranvestigative
interest fincluding investigatiorinto one's immigratiostatus £is not enougho justify
warrantlessmprisonment The First Circuit Court of Appeals affirmed this decision on
July 17, 2015.Nlorales v. Chadbourng996 F. Supp. 2d 19 (District of Rhode Island,
2014, affirmed on appeat-- F.3d----, 2015 WL 4385945 (1st Circuit, July 17, 2015))
0 Related Media
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https://www.aclu.org/news/aclu-pa-files-suit-behalf-woman-illegally-detained-ice
https://www.aclu.org/news/aclu-pa-files-suit-behalf-woman-illegally-detained-ice
http://bigstory.ap.org/article/53280cad2d054eeebf658e0899a7f2b9/appeals-court-immigration-detainers-require-probable-cause
http://bigstory.ap.org/article/53280cad2d054eeebf658e0899a7f2b9/appeals-court-immigration-detainers-require-probable-cause
http://www.providencejournal.com/article/20150718/NEWS/150719260
http://www.providencejournal.com/article/20150718/NEWS/150719260
http://www.valleybreeze.com/2015-07-21/north-providence/court-immigration-officials-may-be-held-accountable-unlawful-detention#.VczfdflVhBe
http://www.valleybreeze.com/2015-07-21/north-providence/court-immigration-officials-may-be-held-accountable-unlawful-detention#.VczfdflVhBe
http://www.riaclu.org/news/post/appeals-court-rules-immigration-officials-may-be-held-accountable-for-unlaw
http://www.riaclu.org/news/post/appeals-court-rules-immigration-officials-may-be-held-accountable-for-unlaw
https://www.aclu.org/blog/speakeasy/why-immigration-customs-enforcement-still-fighting-its-runaway-detainer-regime
https://www.aclu.org/blog/speakeasy/why-immigration-customs-enforcement-still-fighting-its-runaway-detainer-regime

