
September 21, 2015

The Honorable Bill DeBlasio 

Mayor, City Hall 

New York, NY 10007 

Dear Mayor De Blasio, 

The undersigned human rights, civil liberties, and community-based organizations write to 

express our grave concerns about attempts to institute programs under the banner of 

³&RXQWHULQJ�9LROHQW�([WUHPLVP´ (CVE) in New York City. The Department of Justice has 

established CVE 

http://us4.campaign-archive2.com/?u=30d739eaae2442c8d20aad278&id=25a5c44b43&e=%5bUNIQID
http://us4.campaign-archive2.com/?u=30d739eaae2442c8d20aad278&id=25a5c44b43&e=%5bUNIQID
http://www.advancingjustice-la.org/sites/default/files/20141113%20-%20MR%20-%20CVE%20Statement.pdf
http://www.advancingjustice-la.org/sites/default/files/20141113%20-%20MR%20-%20CVE%20Statement.pdf
http://www.advancingjustice-la.org/sites/default/files/20141113%20-%20MR%20-%20CVE%20Statement.pdf
http://www.brennancenter.org/sites/default/files/analysis/Boston%20Organizational%20Letter%20re%20CVE%20Concerns.pdf
http://www.brennancenter.org/sites/default/files/analysis/Boston%20Organizational%20Letter%20re%20CVE%20Concerns.pdf
http://files.ctctcdn.com/bd15115b001/d068ad69-9ad8-46a0-bdcd-b9d57454ed20.pdf
http://files.ctctcdn.com/bd15115b001/d068ad69-9ad8-46a0-bdcd-b9d57454ed20.pdf
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http://www.demos.co.uk/files/Edge_of_Violence_-_web.pdf
http://www.demos.co.uk/files/Edge_of_Violence_-_web.pdf
http://www.theguardian.com/uk/2008/aug/20/uksecurity.terrorism1
http://www.theguardian.com/uk/2008/aug/20/uksecurity.terrorism1
https://www.brennancenter.org/publication/rethinking-radicalization
/sites/default/files/field_document/268._declaration_of_marc_sageman_8.7.15.pdf
/sites/default/files/field_document/268._declaration_of_marc_sageman_8.7.15.pdf
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/06/25/us/tally-of-attacks-in-us-challenges-perceptions-of-top-terror-threat.html?_r=1
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Muslims are part of New York

http://www.c-span.org/video/?c4530677/minneapolis-public-school-cve-program
http://www.c-span.org/video/?c4530677/minneapolis-public-school-cve-program
http://www.justice.gov/sites/default/files/usao-ma/pages/attachments/2015/02/18/framework.pdf
http://www.justice.gov/sites/default/files/usao-ma/pages/attachments/2015/02/18/framework.pdf
http://www.justice.gov/sites/default/files/usao-ma/pages/attachments/2015/02/18/framework.pdf
http://www.nypdshield.org/public/SiteFiles/documents/NYPD_Report-Radicalization_in_the_West.pdf
https://www.brennancenter.org/sites/default/files/legacy/Justice/20081024.CountertERRORism.Policy.pdf
https://www.brennancenter.org/sites/default/files/legacy/Justice/20081024.CountertERRORism.Policy.pdf
https://www.brennancenter.org/sites/default/files/legacy/Justice/Aziz%20Memo%20NYPD.pdf
https://www.brennancenter.org/sites/default/files/legacy/Justice/Aziz%20Memo%20NYPD.pdf
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means of measuring effectiveness,
7
 the U.K. effort has morphed into outright censorship

8

and seriously threatens both religious and academic freedom.
9

Furthermore, outreach programs that form the core of many CVE efforts have frequently 

been used as a means to gather intelligence on the very groups and organizations that 

participate in them.
10

 Documents obtained through Freedom of Information Act requests

show that even mundane and routine observations of Federal Bureau of Investigation 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmselect/cmcomloc/65/65.pdf
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmselect/cmcomloc/65/65.pdf
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/politics/11202290/Sharia-law-or-gay-marriage-critics-would-be-branded-extremists-under-Tory-plans-atheists-and-Christians-warn.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/politics/11202290/Sharia-law-or-gay-marriage-critics-would-be-branded-extremists-under-Tory-plans-atheists-and-Christians-warn.html
https://www.justsecurity.org/26027/self-censorship-action-british-library-rejects-taliban-archive/
http://www.bbc.com/news/education-30776946
http://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2015/jan/12/make-universities-exempt-from-counter-terror-duty
http://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2015/jan/12/make-universities-exempt-from-counter-terror-duty
https://www.brennancenter.org/sites/default/files/analysis/Community_Outreach_or_Intelligence_Gathering.pdf
https://www.brennancenter.org/sites/default/files/analysis/Community_Outreach_or_Intelligence_Gathering.pdf
/files/assets/aclu_eye_on_the_fbi_-_mosque_outreach_03272012_0_0.pdf
https://theintercept.com/2015/01/21/spies-among-us-community-outreach-programs-muslims-blur-lines-outreach-intelligence/
https://theintercept.com/2015/01/21/spies-among-us-community-outreach-programs-muslims-blur-lines-outreach-intelligence/
http://america.aljazeera.com/articles/2015/9/12/in-maryland-a-new-way-of-policing-radical-ideology.html
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Adding the current crop of CVE programs to the mix without consulting with affected 

communities and civil society runs the risk of undermining these ongoing efforts.  

We request a meeting with you in the very near term in order to discuss the concerns set 

forth in this letter. 

Signed, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

cc: 1LVKD�$JDUZDO��&RPPLVVLRQHU��0D\RU¶V�2IILFH�IRU Immigrant Affairs 

Penny Abeywardena, Commissioner, MD\RU¶V�2IILFH�IRU�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�Affairs 

Maya Wiley, Counsel to the Mayor 

Marco A. Carrion, Commissioner, NYC Community Affairs Unit 

American Civil Liberties Union 

Arab-American Association of  

New York 

Association of Muslim American Lawyers 

Brennan Center for Justice at  

NYU School of Law 

Center on Constitutional Rights 

CLEAR Project at CUNY Law School 

Council on American-


